
Questions and Answers from “Ask a Tree Expert” with Pamela Sanchez 
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Q: I have a Cherry Tree that has been flowering but not producing Fruit for the last two years. 
What’s going on? 
A: The first thing to consider is cross-pollination. Though some fruiting trees are self-pollinating, 
others require pollen from another tree. Check whether a nearby cherry tree was removed or 
blocked. 
Also check whether the tree has Cherry Maggots.  
 
Q: I want to smaller trees/plants adjacent to a young tree that is small now, but will grow large 
and eventually provide shade to plants nearby. What can I do? 
A: Plantings/landscapes will evolve over time naturally, you can’t plan too far ahead anyway.  
 
Q: My blood orange tree is producing a lot less fruit that it used to. What’s going on? 
A: This could be a watering issue. Did watering regime change recently? More or less water 
both could impact fruit production). There was also a recent article stating that Blood Oranges 
and other citrus were not doing as well this year because of the frosty winter. 
http://www.sacbee.com/food-drink/recipes/article197683439.html 
 
Q: Many Trees in the Neighborhood are already blooming. What happens when spring comes? 
A: Though we don’t traditionally think of February as spring, in Sacramento it is. Our Spring is 
from about January through April. The trees’ life cycle may also be impacted by climate change. 
If Sacramento sees another frost this year, fruits will be affected but that is more of an 
agricultural impact that a shade tree impact. 
 
Q: When should I plant a Lemon Tree? 
A: It’s best to plant a citrus tree (like Lemon) in the spring because the roots will have an 
opportunity to get established without danger of a frost. 
 
Q: Should I prune a young tree? 
A: You should start pruning a tree in its first year. Just after the winter is a good time because 
there are fewest leaves on the branches so it’s easy to see the structure of the tree and it 
stresses the tree the least allowing for optimum growth.  
Sacramento Tree foundation offers pruning workshops and are also willing to mark photos of 
trees for neighbors who need help. Check out http://www.sactree.com/prune 
 
Q: My tree had a fungus that killed it. Now, I have removed the tree and ground the stump. Can 
I plant a new tree where the old one died? 
A: Yes, but with a couple caveats. Trees can’t grow in wood chips, they need to grow in soil so, 
make sure to remove the wood chips for the area you plan to plant. Resist the urge to mix the 
wood chips with the existing soil. Dig a big hole and fill it with fresh top soil before planting. Also, 
chooses a tree that is resistant to the type of fungus that killed the last tree. 
 
Q: I have a young Western Redbud on which the bark is splitting and peeling back. What’s 
going on? 
A: It sounds like the tree got sunburned. You can prevent young tree sunburns in a couple 
ways. One way is to shade the trunk by maintaining short lower branches when the tree is 
young. For the first three years, maintain low branches so that they will protect the trunk as it 



matures. You can treat minor sunburns by wrapping the affected area with a commercial tree 
wrap. 
Also, be wary of overwatering. A native Western Redbud tree doesn’t thrive when it receives 
summer water after the first 2 years. 
 
Q: Is it helpful to paint young tree trunks with white paint? 
A: Yes, it’s like sunscreen for the trees. Select a latex paint and dilute it with water.  
 
Q: In an effort to upright a leaning dwarf peach tree, I bound it. Instead of changing direction, 
the tree grew over the bind. Will the tree be ok? 
A: If the tree seems ok, it’s probably ok. To more effectively upright a leaning tree there are a 
couple other strategies to try. First, consider thinning the heavy side. Especially with fruit trees, 
it’s easy to lose sight of the weight the tree is carrying. When fruit is growing, the fruits should 
be 2”-6” apart. Twist and remove fruits that are too close together, when the fruit is small, about 
1” size. Also use 2 posts instead of 1 to upright the tree. With equal tension in two directions, 
the tree is more likely to grow up straight. Pruning when young is also important to develop 
strong fruit tree structure 
 
Q: My mother’s 65-year-old Modesto Ash is dying and will likely need to be removed in the next 
2-3 years. It’s a part of history in our family and our community. What should we do? 
A: Losing a tree that predates many residents can be jarring. To address the loss of this 
meaningful tree, have a farewell party. This will give you an opportunity to say goodbye and to 
let neighbors know your plans for the plot. If you’re planning to plant a new tree, plant it the day 
after the old one was removed. The soil will be best suited for received a new tree then, without 
competing for light and root space. If you’re not planning to plant right away, be prepared to wait 
a couple years before replanting. Finally, consider using materials from your old tree. Some of it 
may be useful for mulching. Though the Sacramento Tree Foundation’s Urban Wood Rescue 
program, you may also be able to use some of the lumber to build furniture or decorations. 
Learn more at http://sactree.com/urbanwoodrescue 
 
Q: I have a Crape Myrtle that I am concerned it too close to my foundation. How do I know if I 
need to remove it? If I need to remove it, how can I find a person won’t take advantage of me? 
A: A Crape Myrtle has a small root system so, if it is mature and has not caused any problems, 
it may not be a problem in the future. To find a reputable tree professional, choose a certified 
arborist. Check out http://www.sactree.com/hire for more information. Also, be aware that there 
are at least two kinds of arborist. As is stated in the site, “A Certified Arborist can help you 
understand your tree's needs and perform the work required to keep it healthy...Consulting 
Arborists are authorities in matters related to trees and can provide objective appraisals, 
evaluations, and diagnostics.” 
 
Q: I have a mature Santa Rosa Plum that seems to be growing a burl. Should I cut it off myself? 
A: If you can safely remove the burl yourself (it’s low enough, you know what you’re 
doing...etc.), do it. If it’s oozing, consider hiring a professional. If you’re not sure, send a picture 
to the Sacramento Tree Foundation and a staff person can help identity the problem and a 
solution. 
 
Q: I have a Dwarf Orange Tree that is growing more on one side than the other. Why? 
A: There may be a sucker from the Root Stock. If you can see the sucker, cut it off. Citrus trees 
are grafted (and the graft union is usually visible, and about 6-12 inches above ground). Before 
you prune your citrus, wait for the winter to pass so that the healing tree won’t have to fight 
potential frost, and after you have already harvested your fruit.  



 
Q: There is a tree infected with mistletoe. If I cut it off, do I need to wipe the blade with anti-
bacterial solution after each cut? 
A: No, you don’t need to wipe the blade each time but, there are other mistletoe considerations. 
Mistletoe is a parasitic plant with root-like structures that grow within the branches of the host 
tree. If you prune off the visible mistletoe plant every 2 years at least, the mistletoe won’t 
produce the sticky seeds that can spread by birds to other neighboring trees. The Sacramento 
Tree Foundation has a fact sheet on mistletoe abatement.  
 


